INTRODUCTION

This week we are given the
opportunity to deepen the importance of
the WORD of God in our life - to enjoy
more and more of His presence in us,
through his words. Remember, the Word
and the owner of the Word is one. As in
(John 1:1) said, “In the beginning, the
WORD already existed; the WORD was
with God and the WORD was God.” How
beautiful to see the heart of God when
he said “Heaven and earth will pass
away, but my word will never pass
away.” (Mark 13:31) This is a very strong
foundation for every Verbum Dei
Disciple. From here we can see how
gifted we are when we learn to pray
where the center is the Word of God.

This week is also a great time to
thank God for the life of Fr. Jaime Bonet
our founder, sharing to us the Charism
through the Verbum Dei Community
that came to our country, Philippines.
The only thing we need to have now is
the openness in mind and heart of the
surprises that God has for us, as we deal
in to His words. In this way, we can be
enthusiastic in practicing the attitude of
spiritual attentiveness; to be sensitive of
the presence of God in our life and to be
a keen observer of how God’s hands
work quietly behind our life.

How wonderful if each one of us
will always be sensitive of our personal
encounter with Jesus through His words.
To listen to him well and to fix our gaze
on him, for us to be able to put into
action whatever we understand from
Him. In this way, the Jesus that will come
into our life each day will become real
and tangible. We need to be obedient in
what we have listened from His words for
it is a concrete way of expressing that the
WORD of God is alive and active -

sharper than any double-edged sword
(Hebrews 4:12) — therefore, it will never
pass away. We, as Verbum Dei disciples
need to be reminded of what was said in

Evangelii Gaudium #174, “All
evangelization is based on that WORD,
listened to, meditated upon, lived,

celebrated and witnessed to. The Sacred
Scriptures are the very source of
evangelization.”

PRAYING WITH THE WORD

e  “Forignorance of the Scriptures is
ignorance of Christ.” St. Jerome

e And let them remember that prayer
should accompany the reading of
Sacred Scripture, so that God and
man may talk together; for “we
speak to Him when we pray; we hear
Him when we read the divine
saying.” St. Ambrose

(Dei Verbum #25 Vatican Il document)

DYNAMISM OF THE WORD

ANNOUNCE the Word
4 @ Ask yourself and God what it is you
can announce to others.

LIVE the Word

Contemplate Jesus, in order to
imitate him, reflect on how to live
and put to practice his life.

ASSIMILATE the Word

Try to understand what the Word says
to you and meditate it. Discern what |
need to change.

LISTEN the Word

Read the Word of God and listen to
what God says to you. Notice what
touches you the most.

31Sky and earth will pass away, but my
words will not pass away. 32 'But as for
that day or hour, nobody knows it,
neither the angels in heaven, nor the
Son; no one but the Father. 3 'Be on
your guard, stay awake, because you
never know when the time will come.
It is like a man travelling abroad: he has
gone from his home, and left his servants
in charge, each with his own work to do;
and he has told the doorkeeper to stay
awake. > So stay awake, because you do
not know when the master of the house
is coming, evening, midnight, cockcrow
or dawn; *if he comes unexpectedly, he
must not find you asleep. 7 And what |
am saying to you | say to all: Stay awake!'
(Mark 13:31-37)
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Are you eager to wait for the
coming of Christ in your life? How
sensitive are you of the presence of God
in your life? What concrete material
makes you aware of His presence? How
much time do you spend in listening to
the WORD of God each day? Do you
believe that the Word of God is eternal?
Is it visible to you the invitation of Jesus
to hold on to what is eternal? To whom
are you holding on in moments of
worries, struggle, fears and difficulties?

The Word became flesh, he lived among
us, and we saw his glory, the glory that
he has from the Father as only Son of the
Father, full of grace and truth.

(John 1:11-14)

%2 Now all this took place to fulfill what
the Lord had spoken through the
prophet: 2 Look! the virgin is with child
and will give birth to a son whom they
will call Immanuel, a name which means
'God-is-with-us'. (Matthew 1:22-23)

Do you believe that in
taking and receiving the word of God will
make us his children? Are you aware that
when we listen intently to the word of
God, it will be made flesh in our life?
Have you heard God’s invitation as his
partner in sharing his living word as you
put it into action? Do you realize that the
word of God is the true source of life?

WEDNESDAY

TUESDAY

MONDAY

BE VIGILANT OF MY COMING TO
YOU EACH DAY

TAKE AND RECEIVE MY WORD AS
GOD’S CHILDREN

" He came to his own and his own
people did not accept him. 2 But to
those who did accept him he gave power
to become children of God, to those who
believed in his name ™ who were born
not from human stock or human desire
or human will but from God himself. **

HAVE FELLOWSHIP WITH ME
THROUGH MY WORDS

2 That life was made visible; we saw it
and are giving our testimony, declaring to
you the eternal life, which was present to
the Father and has been revealed to us. °
We are declaring to you what we have
seen and heard, so that you too may
share our life. Our life is shared with the
Father and with his Son Jesus Christ.

(1 John 1:2-3)

Does it come to your mind to be
one with God as he wants you to be with
Him? Have you realized the generosity of
God sharing his life to us? Do you believe
that in fellowship with God brings real joy
in life? Do you value “JOY” as a concrete
identity of being a Christian?



THURSDAY

BE DELIGHTED! THE LIVING WORD IS
AT HAND AS A NEW WAY OF LIFE.

" You will teach me the path of life,
unbounded joy in your presence, at your
right hand delight for ever. (Psalm 16:11)

® When your words came, | devoured
them: your word was my delight and the
joy of my heart; for | was called by your
Name, Yahweh, God Sabaoth.

(Jeremiah 15:16)

? Like new-born babies all your longing
should be for milk -- the unadulterated
spiritual milk -- which will help you to
grow up to salvation, (1 Peter 2:2)

Do you realize that the Word of
God is the only source of life giving
water? Are you determined to live a new
way of life by making the Word of God as
the center? What is the source of joy and
happiness in your life? Where do you find
a true and authentic security? Do you
believe that God is our rock of salvation
as we cling to his words? Are you happy
and trusting in putting your life in the
hands of God?

*1 To the Jews who believed in him Jesus
said: If you make my word your home
you will indeed be my disciples; 2 you
will come to know the truth, and the
truth will set you free. (John 8:31-32)

To whom do you seek guidance as
you journey this life each day? Where do
you connect in order to get the source of
light as you face life everyday? What is
your source of strength to overcome fears
in the middle of the threats of calamities
and devastation? How obedient are you
as you listen to the Word of God? Do you
truly believe that TRUTH can set you
free?

Gospel is rooted. The Word of God,
believed and spoken, and having been
believed in cannot but be spoken,
constitutes the genuine identity of
Verbum Dei.

(Verbum Dei Constitutions 22)

Are you conscious on how big
the opportunity is to be the instrument to
put people in contact with Christ through
his words? How determined are you to
preach what you have prayed and lived?
Are you willing to give your life as the
bearer of God'’s life-giving Spirit?

SUNDAY READINGS

SATURDAY

FRIDAY

MY WORD GIVES REAL FREEDOM

105 .
Your word is a lamp for my feet, a
light on my path. (Psalm 119:105)

” | bless Yahweh who is my counsellor,
even at night my heart instructs me. &
keep Yahweh before me always, for with
him at my right hand, nothing can shake
me. (Psalm 16:7-8)

MY WORD IS LIFE; IT HAS TO BE
SHARED

2 The word of God is something alive and
active: it cuts more incisively than any
two-edged sword: it can seek out the
place where soul is divided from spirit, or
joints from marrow; it can pass
judgement on secret emotions and
thoughts. (Hebrews 4:12)

%t is the spirit that gives life, the flesh

has nothing to offer. The words | have

spoken to you are spirit and they are life.
(John 6:63)

“Conscious that the preaching of the
living Word of God puts people in contact
with Christ...”

(Verbum Dei Constitutions 17)

“The Word of God, listened to,
assimilated and lived, transmits to us the
very life of God. It is in this intimate
dialogue with the Word, or prayer, that
our vocation and mission to preach the

3" Sunday of Advent

1% Reading: Isaiah 61:1-2A; 10-11
Responsorial Psalm: Luke 1:46...

2" Reading: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
Gospel: John 1:6-8; 19-28
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GUIDELINES FOR PRAYER

“Heaven and Earth Will
Pass Away, but My

Words Will Ever Stay”
(Mark 13:31)

December 8-14, 2014

Theme for the month:
Our Missionary intentionality:
incarnating the Word in us
Objective for the month:
To say “Yes” as Mary did to
the project of God. A project
for us and for generations.
To help the family enter in
the transcendence of the
project of God for us.

Objective of the week:

To practice the attitude of
spiritual attentiveness to the
presence and workings of God,
especially through His word, so
as to realize Jesus’ coming each
day to become real in our lives.



